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MAJOR DESERTS OF THE WORLD

B Desert (arid) Steppe (semiarid)

What is a Desert?

. A desert is a landscape or region that receives very little
precipitation - less than 250 mm per year (about ten inches).

. Approximately 1/3 of Earth's land surface is a desert.

. There are two different types of deserts based upon their
geographic situation:
o hot deserts



- cold deserts
. Most of the hot deserts of the world are found on the western
coast of the continent.
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Major Deserts of the World

Name  Type of Surface Area Location
Desert
Sahara Hot 3.5 million mi? Northern Africa
Arabian Hot 1 million mi? Arabian Peninsula
Gobi Cold 500,000 mi? China and Mongolia

Patagonian Cold 260,000 mi? Argentina
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